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will soon undergo a similar modification.
This widening of thought, more prevalent
among the devout laity than among the clergy,
was in great measure the work of men who
did not belong, in an accurate sense, to the
Broad Church party, Frederick Denison
Maurice was one of them. The men of the
Oxford Movement had no words of -scorn
and suspicion too strong for what they
deemed his vagueness and heterodoxy. No
one has so deeply influenced their successors.
Maurice had no sympathy with Colenso's
views. He proposed to resign his benefice
that his protest against them might be
obviousfy disinterested. For there was
danger lest, in the anger of the time, men
should be terrorized into professing more
confidence in the traditional view than they
really felt, and Maurice encountered with a
noble protest the veiled threat contained in
Pusey's demand that the clergy should
" for the love of God " publish their adherence
to the manifesto he issued. With Maurice
may be classed the three Cambridge divines
who gave a new depth and accuracy and a
new direction to English biblical and patristic
studies. They turned their attention to
the earliest period of Christianity. No longer
was the developed system of the age of